o The Westchester County Recreation
- Commission, New York, and the Na-
 tional Recreation Association co-spon-
sored a one-day institute in White
Plains, on February 5, on “Recreation
or the Aged, Ill and Handicapped”
_ [primarily those in nursing homes).
 Westchester County 1is workmg very
:pro-frquvely towards a closer relation-
ship between the nursing home owner
and the local recreation commission.
- The outcome will be a carefully formu-
lated recreation plan, with trained vol-
unteers nnder supervision of personnel
| indoctrinated in recreation.

S

- e The National Association of Recrea-
 tional Therapists will hold their annual
. hospital meeting in Chicago at the Ho-
tel LaSalle, March 20-21. The topic will
“be “Recreational Care for the Men-
| tally 11l and Mentally Retarded.” There
will be .tours of Chicago hospitals,
some very fine addresses by psyehia-
Lrists, panels on music, sports, games,
clubs. parlles, dancmg, and cp(‘r‘}al
workshops in rhythm band and folk
dancing.

e April 28—30, the Third Southern
Regional Institute in Hospital Recrea-
tion will be held at the University of
- North Carolina in Chapel Hill. Con-
ferences with doctors, workshops on su-
pervision leadership, adaptation of ac-
tivities and interpretation will be fea-
‘tured. For further information, write
' Harold V. Meyer, Box 1139. Univer-
sity of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

‘o Teachers College, Columbia Univer-
sity, and the National Recreation As-
sociation are planning a conference in
{ June, to consist of two two-week ses-
- sions, with or without a two-point credit
‘each, for a University fee of fifty dol-
| lars. Pre]lmlnar} plans indicate an in-
" tensive in-service course of training for
_' those hospital recreation pruf{"wl(m..lla
i who feel a need of expanding and im-
| proving the recreation services in their
Ainstitutions. Emphasis will also be
¢ placed on methods and techniques of
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the professional worker and of the po-
tential college graduate.

There will be daily class lectures and
demonstrations at the college as well
as field work in an institution which
matches the needs and interests of the
student. Further information will be an-
nounced in this column at a later date.

¢ | wonder how many recreation lead-
ers read the very fine article in the Jan-
uary 3 issue of Life, “The Age of Psy-

chology in the U.S.,” the first of a |

series by Ernest Hairmann? I call at-
tention to it because it contains an up-
setting aspect . . . a picture of the hos-
pital team that lreatq a mental patient,
with practically every department men-
tioned with the exception of recreation.
Recreation in a mental hmplla]. as we
know, is very 1n‘1porlant in the patient’s
daily care; and yet, in a national publi-
cation hke this. we are still so little rec-
ognized professionally that we are not
nientioned along with the other mem-
hers of the hospital team.

o Another interesting article, in The
New York Times, January 13. by Dr.
Howard A. Rusk, in his regular Sun-
day column, tells us that today there
are more general hospital beds than
ever hefore; and since the Hill-Burton
Hospital Survey and Construction Pro-
gram started in 1948, the nation has
gained 253.000 acceptable new ones. . .
“In contrast to this improving picture
in numbers and distribution of general
hospital beds, the availability of chron-
ic hospital, nursing home and rehabili-
tation beds has worsened. Sindies . . .
show we have only about half the nurs-
ing home beds needed and almost half
of those we do have are not acceptable
by state standards of health and safety.
Hill-Burton inventories in mid-1950
showed an over-all need for 395,000
nursing home beds. There are now
of which 103,000
were not acceptable.”

He also notes that, in the entire coun-
try; there are only twenty-eight com-
prehiensive rehabilitation centers. He
closes by commenting that, as the life-
span continues to Iengthcn, the num-
ber of persans affected by chronic dis:
case and physical disability will con-
linue to mount. Thos, dynamic action
must be taken for the care of this in-
creasing hospital population. =
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Wear Your Golden Age Club Pin With
Pride Wherever You May Go
Designed representatives
of over 100 éo]den Age clubs

-and used nationally.

Gold colored metal with
evergreen tree in jewelers’
enamel. Symbohc of long life,
strength and perseverance.

EXACT SIZE
The words LOVE, PLAY LEARN,SERVE
{greatest values of club membershlp) en-
ameled in black. The border is a laurel
wreath for honar. Safety catch.

Available Only to Authentic Clubs.
50¢ eoch, minimum order 10 pins.

22 N. &th Street
Philedelphia 6, Po.
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IDEA BOOK

64 PAGES

Learn jewelry making; latest enom-
eling processes and techniques from
step - by - step illustraled instruc-
tions. Book lisls mony new copper
- ilems, complete swpplies, tools &
equipment, Send for your topy of lhis
valuable reference book todey! (Ir's FREE!
THE COPPER SHOP
A Div. ol Immermon & Sons * Dept. 170
2185 EAST 14th « CLEVELAND 15, OHIO
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